Political Science 4004
Comparative Political Literature
University of Missouri-Columbia
Spring Semester 2015 (16 weeks)

MWF: 2pm-2:50pm, Middlebush Hall 310
Instructor:
Laila Sorurbakhsh, PhD

Contact: 
sorurbakhshl@missouri.edu
Office Location: Professional Bldg 207
Office Hours TTH: 1:30-3:30pm, or by appt
Learning Outcomes:

This course uses a survey of major politically-themed works of literature to illustrate characteristics and challenges associated with political ideologies and movements.  We will cover topics such as colonization, imperialism, authoritarianism, fascism, genocide, communism, liberalism, industrialization, and utopian/negative utopian themes.  Though there are no exams in this course, there is a heavy reading and writing component.  Students are also expected to engage in in-class discussions on the materials and topics.
Course Website: www.missouri.edu/blackboard.  Students must log in and sign into the class PS 4004-09.
Required Texts: Please get these same editions for ease of reference

1) 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, (2004) ed. Samuel Cohen. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s Press. ISBN: 0-312-41205-3
2) Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart. New York: Anchor Books, 1994.  ISBN: 978-0-385-47454-2
3) Saramago, Jose. Seeing. Orlando: Hartcourt Press, 2006. ISBN: 978-0-15-101238-1
4) Levi, Primo.  Survival in Auschwitz. New York: Touchstone, 1996. ISBN: 978-0-684-82680-6

5) Kundera, Milan.  The Joke. New York: Harper Perennial, 1993. ISBN: 978-0-06-099505-8

6) Sinclair, Upton.  The Jungle. New York: Dover Publications, 2001.  ISBN: 978-0-486-41923-7
Additional Readings: Students are required to read one additional book of their choice (from a list of novels provided) for their final essays.  Additional and supplemental materials necessary for in-class discussions will also be provided on the course website.
Classroom Behavior:  All cell phones and electronic devices will be turned off for the duration of the class.  Students engaging in inappropriate behavior in the classroom (i.e. sleeping, texting, talking, etc) will be requested to leave the class.  If the behavior persists, the student will be dropped from the course, or will lose participation points.  Fighting or threats of any kind will be reported immediately to the police and the student will not be permitted to return to the class.

General Statement: The instructor has the right to add, delete, or modify segments of this course or syllabus during the semester.

Instructor Guidelines and Policies:

ATTENDANCE:  You cannot gain much from this course unless you attend class, thus attendance is MANDATORY.  Attendance will be taken everyday, and students who are regularly tardy or leave early will not be counted as present.

Any student with more than 3 absences should drop the course, otherwise the professor will give the student a grade of F for the course.  Should you need to miss a class or leave early, you must come talk to me to approve or excuse it.

EXAMS: There are no exams for the course.  Instead, there will be a series of papers, in-class discussions, and a final book project.
Discussion Board: Over the course of the semester, students will be required to make 10 discussion posts on a topic of the instructor’s choice.  These topics will cover the course material and connect them to current events.  Students must write at least 5 sentences (with correct grammar and spelling) tying their opinions into the course material.  To get full credit, you will need to provide evidence for your statements and opinions using things you have learned in class. In addition, the students must also make one reply to another student’s post, also at least 5 sentences long.  As always, no foul language, trash talk, or bullying will be tolerated.

Discussions will be posted every Wednesday by 6pm on the indicated weeks and students must complete their posts by 6pm the following Sunday.  Insightful discussions will be chosen as fuel for debate/discussion during class.
Essay Assignment: Due by the beginning of class on May 6th (the last day of class), both in hard copy and on SafeAssign.  Students are required to choose a book from the list provided (students who wish to use a book from off the list must get prior approval) and write a research essay connecting the material of the book to historical political events/themes.  The book and its relevance to comparative politics must then be incorporated into a 6-8 page term paper.  Refer to essay handout for more details.  Topic Proposals (one page) are due in-class Feb 23rd. Rough drafts are due in-class April 3rd.
Grading:

	Discussion Board Posts
	10%

	Attendance/Participation
	20%

	Paper I
	15%

	Paper II
	15%

	Book Project
	15%

	Final Paper
	25%

	TOTAL 
	100%


Letter Grade:

	A
	93-100
	C
	73-76

	A-
	90-92
	C-
	70-72

	B+
	87-89
	D+
	67-69

	B
	83-86
	D
	63-66

	B-
	80-82
	D-
	60-62

	C+
	77-79
	F
	<60


Academic Honesty 
Students are responsible for conducting themselves with honor and integrity in fulfilling course requirements. Penalties and/or disciplinary proceedings may be initiated by UH System officials against a student accused of scholastic dishonesty. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion. 
Cheating on a test includes: 

· Copying from another student’s test paper; 

· Using materials not authorized by the person giving the test; 

· Collaborating with another student during a test without authorization; 

· Knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or part the contents of a test that has not been administered; and 

· Bribing another person to obtain a test that is to be administered. 

Plagiarism means the appropriation of another’s work and the unacknowledged incorporation of that work in one’s own written work offered for credit. 

Collusion mean the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work offered for credit. Possible punishments for academic dishonesty may include a grade of 0 or F in the particular assignment, failure in the course, and/or recommendation for probation or dismissal from the College System. (See the Student Handbook.)
Students with Disabilities:
If you anticipate barriers related to the format or requirements of this course, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need to make arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please let me know as soon as possible.

If disability related accommodations are necessary (for example, a note taker, extended time on exams, captioning), please register with the Disability Center (http://disabilitycenter.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 573- 882-4696, and then notify me of your eligibility for reasonable accommodations. For other MU resources for persons with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage.
Topical Outline and Reading Schedule: (Exam dates and assignments subject to change.)

Week of January 19th:

FIRST CLASS WEDS JAN 21ST

Syllabus and Introduction

Book/Paper Project Introduction
Week of January 26th:

Politics of Colonization

“Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell in 50 Essays
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

-Discussion 1 posted Wed at 6pm, due Sunday at 6pm-

Week of February 2nd:

Politics of Colonization continued

-Discussion 2 posted-
Week of February 9th:
Politics of Liberalism
“Allegory of the Cave” by Plato in 50 Essays

Seeing by Jose Saramago

-Discussion 3 posted-
Week of February 16th:

Politics of Liberalism continued
-Discussion 4 posted-
Week of February 23rd:
***TOPICS AND OUTLINES DUE MON, FEB 23RD***

Politics of Fascism/Genocide
“Why We Don’t Complain” by William F. Buckley Jr. in 50 Essays
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail” by MLK in 50 Essays 
 Survival in Auschwitz by Primo Levi
-Discussion 5 posted-
Week of March 2nd:

Politics of Fascism/Genocide continued

-Discussion 6 posted-

Week of March 9th:

Politics of Communism

“The Morals of the Prince” by Nicolo Machiavelli in 50 Essays
The Joke by Milan Kundera

-Discussion 7 posted-
Week of March 16th:

Politics of Communism continued

Week of March 23rd:
SPRING BREAK NO CLASS
Week of March 30th:

Politics of Capitalism/Industrialization

“A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift

The Jungle by Upton Sinclair

***ROUGH DRAFTS DUE FRI, APR 3rd***
Week of April 6th: 
Politics of Capitalism/Industrialization continued
-Discussion 8 posted-

Week of April 13th:

Politics of Religion
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi

-Discussion 9 posted-

***NO CLASS FRIDAY, APRIL 17TH***
Week of April 20th:

Politics of Religion

Persepolis Video
-Discussion 10 posted-
Week of April 27th: 

Book Project Presentations
-Discussion 11 EXTRA CREDIT posted-

Week of May 4th:

Book Project Presentations
***FINAL PAPERS DUE WEDS, MAY 6TH IN CLASS AND ONLINE***

NO FINAL EXAM
