POLS 3368 
Race, Gender and Ethnicity Politics

University of Houston-Sugar Land Campus

Fall Semester 2013 (16 weeks)

Class Section 24635
TTH 11:30am-1:00pm, Room: TBA
Instructor:
Laila Sorurbakhsh, PhD

Contact: 
lfsorurbakhsh@uh.edu 
Office Location: PGH 369, UH Main

Office Hours MW/Sat: 12pm-1pm, or by appt.
Learning Outcomes:

Students will attain knowledge of the politics surrounding issues of diversity in America.  Goals include increasing awareness of how American government has been influenced by and has dealt with group diversity, while giving students a working knowledge of current and past US policy pertaining to race, gender, and ethnicity.
Course Website: www.uh.edu/blackboard.  Students must log in and sign into the class POLS 3368.
Required Texts: Michael C. LeMay.  2009.  The Perennial Struggle. Third edition. New Jersey: Pearson Publishing.
Optional Texts:  Karen O’Connor, Sarah E. Brewer, and Michael Philip Fisher.  2009.  Gendering American Politics: Perspectives from the Literature.  New York: Pearson Longman.

Additional Readings: Students will access additional readings on J-STOR, from the class website, and from the library when not provided in class.
Classroom Behavior:  All cell phones and electronic devices will be turned off for the duration of the class.  Students engaging in inappropriate behavior in the classroom (i.e. sleeping, texting, talking, etc) will be requested to leave the class.  If the behavior persists, the student will be dropped from the course.  Fighting or threats of any kind will be reported immediately to the police and the student will not be permitted to return to the class.

General Statement: The instructor has the right to add, delete, or modify segments of this course or syllabus during the semester.

Instructor Guidelines and Policies:

ATTENDANCE:  You cannot gain much from this course unless you attend class, thus attendance is required and will be to complete this course regularly.  Attendance will be taken everyday, and students who are regularly tardy or leave early will not be counted as present.

Any student with more than 3 absences will receive 10 points off their final average, while any student with more than 5 absences should drop the course, otherwise the professor will give the student a grade of F for the course.  Should you need to miss a class or leave early, you must come talk to me to approve or excuse it.

EXAMS: There will be 2 exams- one midterm and one final exam.  The final exam is NOT cumulative.  These exams will consist of 30 multiple choice questions (2 points each) and 2 short essays (worth 20 points each) which the students will receive beforehand.  Exams will be administered in class on the scheduled test days, if not available online.  Students are required to provide their own pencils/pens/scantrons if necessary.

Discussion Week: Over the course of the semester, students will be required to choose one week in which to be the leader of the class discussion on the readings.  The student must make a 15 minute presentation in the beginning of class on the class topic and prepare at least 5 questions to ask the other students about the material.  These questions should be prepared and distributed to the professor and the students by 8pm the Sunday night before class on the class website so that students can begin thinking about how to answer these questions. 

Final Paper: Students will hand in a 4-6 page essay reviewing one of the topics on the class outline, including their discussion week topic.  Each student will need to use at least 4 scholarly sources on their topic, and will need to turn in a rough draft by the due date indicated.  All papers will be submitted via turnitin.com by the beginning of class on the indicated days, and hard copies must also be submitted in class (again by the start).  More details on the paper to follow in a supplementary handout.

Grading:

	Exam I 
	25%

	Exam II 
	25%

	Final Paper
	20%

	Discussion Week
	20%

	Attendance/Participation
	10%

	TOTAL 
	100%


Letter Grade:

	A
	93-100
	C
	73-76

	A-
	90-92
	C-
	70-72

	B+
	87-89
	D+
	67-69

	B
	83-86
	D
	63-66

	B-
	80-82
	D-
	60-62

	C+
	77-79
	F
	<60


Academic Honesty 
Students are responsible for conducting themselves with honor and integrity in fulfilling course requirements. Penalties and/or disciplinary proceedings may be initiated by UH System officials against a student accused of scholastic dishonesty. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion. 

Cheating on a test includes: 

· Copying from another students’ test paper; 

· Using materials not authorized by the person giving the test; 

· Collaborating with another student during a test without authorization; 

· Knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or part the contents of a test that has not been administered; and 

· Bribing another person to obtain a test that is to be administered. 

Plagiarism means the appropriation of another’s work and the unacknowledged incorporation of that work in one’s own written work offered for credit. 

Collusion mean the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work offered for credit. Possible punishments for academic dishonesty may include a grade of 0 or F in the particular assignment, failure in the course, and/or recommendation for probation or dismissal from the College System. (See the Student Handbook.)
ADA/Disability Policy: If you have a disability of any kind, please make arrangements with me to take exams at the Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD), should you think it necessary.  Students with disabilities can make arrangements with the professor AT THE START OF THE SEMESTER for any special accommodation requests.
Topical Outline and Reading Schedule: (Exam dates and assignments subject to change.)

Week of August 26th:

Syllabus and Introduction

Background History of Civil Rights in America

Week of September 2nd:

***NO CLASS MONDAY, SEPT 2ND FOR LABOR DAY***
LeMay Chapter 1: The Language of the Struggle

Week of September 9th:

LeMay Chapter 2: Strategies of the Struggle
Week of September 16th:
LeMay Chapter 3: The Strategy of Accommodation: Economic
Week of September 23rd:

LeMay Chapter 4: The Strategy of Accommodation: Political
Week of September 30th:

LeMay Chapter 5: The Strategy of Separation: Physical
-Kaomea article: “A Curriculum of Aloha? Colonialism and Tourism in Hawaii’s Elementary Textbooks”

Week of October 7th:
LeMay Chapter 6: The Strategy of Separation: Psychological
Week of October 14th:
Exam Review

***EXAM 1: OCTOBER 17TH***

Week of October 21st:

LeMay Chapter 8: New-Style Radicalism

Week of October 28th:
LeMay Chapter 9: Arenas of the Struggle

***ROUGH DRAFTS DUE THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31ST***
Week of November 4th:

The Obama Effect: Minority Relations in America Today, Selected Readings from Rethinking the Color Line
-Blank article: “An Overview of Trends in Social and Economic Well-being, by Race”

-Suleiman chapter: “The Arab Immigrant Experience.”

-Williams and Collins chapter: “The Color of Health in the US”

Week of November 11th:
Modern Issues in Minority Group Relations: Healthcare, Voting, Schools and Housing

-Soss, Fording, and Schram article: “The Color of Devolution”

-Massey article: “Residential Segregation and Neighborhood Conditions in the US”

-Engstrom article: “The Voting Rights Act”

-Uggen and Manza article: “Democratic Contraction? The Political Consequences of Felon Disenfranchisement in the US”

-Arturo article: “Official English: A False Policy Issue.”

Week of November 18th:
The Gender Gap- Women’s Rights, Selected Readings from Gendering American Politics
-DuBois chapter: “Outgrowing the Compact of the Fathers: Equal Rights, Woman Suffrage and the US Constitution 1820-1878.”

-McDonough chapter: “The Significance of the Nineteenth Amendment.”

-Mansbridge chapter: “Why We Lost the ERA.”

-Fox and Lawless chapter: “Family Structure, Sex-Role Socialization, and the Decision to Run for Office.”

Week of November 25th:

The Gender Gap- Women’s Rights/Reproductive Rights, Selected Readings

-Camobreco and Barnello article: “Democratic Responsiveness and Policy Shock: The Case of State Abortion Policy”

-Roh and Berry article: “Modeling Outcomes of State Abortion Funding Referenda”

-Killian and Wilcox article: “Do Abortion Attitudes Lead to Party Switching?”

***NO CLASS WEDS, NOV 27TH-DEC 1ST***

Week of December 2nd:
The LGBT Movement in America

-Ward article: “Homophobia, Hypermasculinity, and the US Black Church”

-Camp article: “Mobilizing the Base and Embarrassing the Opposition”

-Lax and Phillips article: “Gay Rights in the States”

Exam Review 
***PAPERS DUE THURSDAY, DEC 5TH in class and online***

Dec 11th- Dec 19th:  Final Exam Period
*** Your final exam is TUESDAY, Dec 17TH from 11am-2pm
